
Next year marks the 40th anniversary of 

providing services to our Ojai neighbors.  

As we look back and share the pride in 

our past, I ask you to join me in looking 

to the future to help 

us sustain our remark-

able  record of sharing 

and caring.   

HELPôs four decades 

of service are best 

evidenced by the 

words of some of our 

long time volunteers: 
 

ñWhere would we be without HELP? 

HELP is Ojai!ò 
 

ñWe delivered meals for yearsé.Itôs our 

second home.ò 
 

For a decade, Martha has provided needed 

homework assistance to students each Mon-

day at the Ojai Library.  Ninety-three and 

diagnosed with macular degeneration, she had 

to give up driving and worried her volunteer-

ing days were over.   
 

Thanks to HELP of Ojaiôs vans and the aid of 

friends, Martha remains a constant presence 

at the library.  Despite the fact that Martha 

has trouble reading the small print in some of 

the homework assignments, her method of 

teaching is flawless. By having the children 

read the assignment to her, she has turned a 

stumbling block into an asset. 
 

Ojai senior volunteers increased to 693, an 

example of local commitment to civic      

engagement well above the statewide increase 

in senior volunteering.   RSVP has a long 

history of matching retired seniors with vol-

unteer opportunities in our Ojai Valley.   

..reflecting 

on the 

strength 

of our past  

HELP of Ojaiôs RSVP 

More HELP for all  

ñYou know how it feels good to help some-

body.  éItôs fun to be part of this team.ò 
 

ñYou feel like you really matter.  And you 

meet a lot of wonderful people..ò 
 

ñIôve been a volunteer for 30 years but my 

nine at HELP and RSVP are the best.  They 

give more back to the community than any 

other organization.ò 
 

ñThe role of this organization in our Valley 

cannot be over estimated.ò 

Reflecting on our history, we can embrace 

the possibilities of future service to our 

community. 

As HELPôs new Executive Director, I con-

sider myself one of the luckiest people in  
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Approaching our 40th Anniversary  

HELPðlarge & small  
United Wayôs Day of Caring brought volun-

teers together for work and fun.  At HELPôs 

Little House, a historic barn was cleared and 

restored. Landscaping, painting and clearing 

continued the makeover at the former Honor 

Farm.  115 volunteers worked at both sites 

and  were rewarded afterwards with a BBQ. 

Ojai. Our team of staff and volunteers works 

together to positively impact 

the lives of one in four of 

our Ojai neighbors.  

RSVP In 2006-07: 
 

693  Enrolled  active volunteers, a 

9% increase from the previous year.    

 

Logged  90,000 hours of volun-

teer service  with a value to the com-

munity exceeding  $1.8 million.  

  

100 RSVP volunteers have 

given 15 or more years of      

service. 

Over 300 volunteers who 

worked on a drop-in basis on 

special events and projects 

HELP of Ojaiôs Thrift Store  is one of the 

cornerstones of unrestricted funding for 

HELPôs programs.  With the enthusiasm of 

its many volunteers, Second HELPings is 

able to provide  supplies and resources for 

clients and residents throughout the valley.   

 

This summer Oak Tree House members and 

Camp Ramah youth showcased the eclectic 

wardrobes available at Second HELPings 

during a fashion show that brought the two 

generations together for a laughter-filled 

afternoon.  
 

In 2006-07, it was served by 15,921 volun-

teer hours providing $201,782 income for       

continuing programs. 

JR Jones, left, serving volunteers at  Day of Caring 

HELP of Ojaiôs Second HELPings 

Fashion  and Fun  


